
• 1869  
The Charles Ingalls family arrives in Kansas and settles in 
Rutland Township in Montgomery County.  Baby Carrie is 
born in Kansas and is listed on the census as 2/12 of age 
(two months).

• 1871
The Charles Ingalls family leaves Kansas.

• 1920’s
The land once belonging to the Ingalls family is part of 
farmland owned by the Horton family.

• 1935
Laura Ingalls Wilder publishes Little House on the Prairie

• 1963
Research begins to locate the birthplace of “Baby Carrie” 
of Little House on the Prairie fame. The location is 
discovered in Rutland Township, Montgomery County, 
Kansas.

• 1969-1970
Margaret Clements determines that the Little House site is 
on the Horton farm.

• 1970
The Horton farm, now the property of Brigadier General 
William A. Kurtis and his wife Wilma Horton Kurtis, is 
designated as the historic location where the Ingalls family 
lived.  The Kurtis family begin giving tours of the area to 
encourage young people to read Laura’s books and enjoy 
the Kansas prairie.

• 1970-1976
The site is marked, commemorated and plans are 
developed to build a replica cabin to show visitors how the 
Ingalls lived on the prairie.

• 1977
A one room replica cabin opens and is dedicated at the 
Little House on the Prairie Museum, Inc. historic site.

• 1977-Present
Today the Little House on the Prairie Museum, Inc. in 
Independence, Kansas welcomes visitors from the world 
over who wish to share in Laura Ingalls Wilder’s early life 
on the Kansas prairie.

Little House on the Prairie Museum, Inc. is a privately 
owned, non-profit historic site/museum dedicated to 
preserving the Ingalls family homestead location in 
Southeast Kansas.  Discovered in 1969 and officially 
dedicated in 1977, Little House on the Prairie Museum, 
Inc. shares with our visitors the majestic Kansas prairie 
that inspired Laura Ingalls Wilder when living here as a 
young girl. No admission is charged, donations are gladly 
accepted.  All proceeds benefit the site and its continued 
operation.

Hours

April 1- October 31

Monday-Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

2507 CR 3000
INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS 67301

620-289-4238/ 1-800-822-3602
www.littlehouseontheprairiemuseum.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
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About Little House on the 
Prairie Museum Inc.

Our Heritage

We are located in Southeast Kansas approximately 12 
miles south of Independence, Kansas off Highway 75.  
Take Highway 75 either direction and follow the brown 
and white historic site signs.  Please note GPS directions 
are not always accurate, please follow historic site signs.

http://www.littlehouseontheprairiemuseum.com
http://www.littlehouseontheprairiemuseum.com


It All Began In A One Room Cabin on the Prairie...

 It is just a simple one room cabin 
on the prairie. But the prairie with it’s 
open skies, seemingly endless horizon 
and tall grasses waving in the Kansas 
wind attracted homesteaders from the 
world over in the late Nineteenth 
Century.  

 In 1869 Charles P. Ingalls and his 
family left their home in Pepin, 
Wisconsin heading west looking for the 
“perfect place” to settle.  While Pa had a 
case of wanderlust, itchy prairie feet and 
always thought he had not found the 
“perfect place”, Ma thought each place 
they settled to be perfect since she 
wanted to settle and put down roots and 
raise their growing family.   
 When Charles, his wife Caroline 
Lake Quiner Ingalls and their daughters 
Mary, Laura and Carrie lived on the 
Kansas prairie little did they know it 
would change their lives and children’s 
literature forever.

  At Little House on the Prairie 
Museum you can walk the paths and 
prairies that little Laura Ingalls Wilder 
did as a child.

Stand in an untilled hay meadow carpeted 
with prairie flowers and imagine what young 

Laura saw so many years ago.

A visit to Little House on the Prairie 
Museum is like stepping back in time...

Stand in the replica one room cabin and 
imagine the darkness of night and the 

stillness of the prairie disturbed only by the 
sounds of wolves howling. 

Look out the cabin’s small windows and 
picture drifts of snow so high that 
nothing around can be seen.  

Visit Pa’s hand dug well and imagine the 
hardships of daily life on the prairie.

Visit our 19th Century Sunnyside One 
Room Schoolhouse (1872-1947) and 
imagine what it was like to attend school!


